

ELLESBOROUGH PARISH COUNCIL

Clerk:  Mr John McKeown, Windward, North Lee Lane, Terrick, Aylesbury HP22 YB
Telephone:  07880 732574.  E-mail:  clerk@ellesborough-pc.gov.uk


MINUTES OF PARISH COUNCIL MEETING OF 
ELLESBOROUGH PARISH COUNCIL 
ON MONDAY 16th March 2026 AT 7.30PM

Present: Councillors:
J.Hamer, D.Hares, H Holman, D.Panikkar, S Withey, M. McGrail
		      
Parish Clerk: John McKeown

Seven members of the public were in attendance.
	    
Item 2.1       Apologies – Cllr Keeble

Item 2.2	Declarations of Interest. None declared. 

Item 2.3 	Minutes.  The minutes of 19/01/2026 were approved and signed by the Chairman.

Item 2.4.	Road Safety Issues. Due to speeding, traffic calming measures were discussed, and parishioners were invited to submit suggestions for the May AGM. Draft a notice to send out prior to the AGM.                                                       DP                           
	
Item 2.4.1 Wendover Road footpath review. Conducting a professional survey was discussed in order to evaluate the feasibility of constructing a footpath from the bottom of Wendover Road to the golf course. A proposal for a survey costing £595 was presented and unanimously approved, with funding provided by EPC. Upon completion, please submit the invoice to the Clerk for payment.         JMcK

Item 2.4.2 Bus stop on Nash Lee Road – With the new Stoke Mandeville bypass, the 300-bus now runs along Nash Lee Road and Wendover Road to Stoke Mandeville, but lacks bus stops on this route, making it difficult for parishioners to access the service. Cllr Withey will discuss this issue with parishioners.								SW
Item 2.5 MVAS Cllr Keeble & Panikkar lost data trying to reduce the stored cache. Data was however, recorded and has been added to the website. Clerk has subsequently re-sent the MVAS instructions on how to clear old data. 						DP                                                                                            Clerk to send data each time it is recorded to Thames valley police              	      JMcK
Item 2.6 Recreational Facilities. 
Item 2.6.1 Playing field update – Cllr Holman stated that the playing field is beginning to dry out and football has resumed, however it is disappointing to see so much dog waste present. New signs to be erected to remind dog walkers to dispose of dog litter responsibly.

Item 2.6.2 Playing field licence– A new draft licence has been drawn up by the Chairman for Risborough Rangers use of the facility going forward. Cllr McGrail to forward to RRangers for any discussion before the final document is completed. 	    HH/MMcG
Item 2.6.2 Playground inspection -Cllr Holman said this year’s inspection will be in April.												HH
Item 2.6.3 Allotments – a £150 contract was agreed for clearing rubbish from the allotments. Clerk to contact allotment holders with a note asking for any rubbish on their pitch to be cleared, ready for collection by 20th April. This will be sent out along with this year’s allotment invoices. 								            JMcK
Iten 2.7 Biodiversity – Cllr Holman stated that a competition is being organised for judging at the summer party on 20th June to photograph local animals, flowers, and scenery highlighting local biodiversity.							HH 
Posters to be put in noticeboards and Parish updates 				JMcK
Item 2.8 Finance – Cllr Keeble signed off the pre council reconciliation for the current and savings accounts.
The following payments were made since the last meeting.
BACS		£375.30	Dog litter Dec 2025- Feb 2026
BACS		£695.00	Zurich annual insurance
BACS		£2626.60	HMRC Paye and Nic’s
Ch 300001	£7987.24	Clerk salary and expenses
Item 2.9 Planning – planning updates circulated – no action required
Item 2.10 Affordable housing -minor preparations have been carried out but no notice of planned start date has been given yet. 
An Addendum report and Decision notice have been published on the planning portal under Ref: 22/07562/FUL.  
Site manager details have been provided by a sign viz: Mr Anthony Parr 07798431581. Please contact him in the first instance with any questions or queries.



Item 2.11 Clerk’s report and correspondence
Item 2.11.1 New bank account update – new accounts are now open, and online payments have already been successfully completed. Two signatories still need to log onto the Unity Trust website to register. 								DP/DH 
Item 2.11.2 FOI Publication scheme -Clerk stated this has now been completed and has been added to the website under Parish Council policies.
Item 2.11.3 New IT policy and GDPR documents – all these new policies have been updated and added to the website under Parish Council policies.
Item 2.11.4 Ellesborough Magazine donation – it was proposed and unanimously agreed to put up the annual donation from £900 to £950 next financial year.
Item 2.11.5 Insurance policy – Clerk stated that this year’s insurance policy has been reduced to £695 from £830 as it was discovered EPC have been double insuring the village hall. This is not required as it is already insured by the parish hall committee. 
Item 2.11.6 Devolution agreement – this year’s payment from Bucks council is £2911 up from £2800 last year. 
Item 2.12 Dunsmore – EPC contribute towards annual grass cutting by making an annual nominal payment to Dunsmore Church. Is this area classed as “common land”	     MM
Item 2.13 HS2 – no current update
Item 2.14 Media and website – No update in the absence of Cllr Keeble
Item 2.15 Parish Hall update – a summer concert is being arranged for the 17th of May with the silver band as a fund-raising event to help towards plans to renew the porch on the car park entrance.											SW
Item 2.16 Matters of report- 
· Summer party is on 20th June at 12.30pm with food at 1pm. Silver band is booked for this event. Advertise on parish updates 					     JMcK
· The church steps down to the open graveyard were discussed. Cllr Panikkar to re-contact the church and Council for any updates on repairs to the same.	      DP




Item 2.17 Open forum – 
· The service road connecting Stoke Mandeville and Nash Lee Road was discussed. Clerk to look up cycle and pedestrian pathways correspondence from 2023 when Cllr’s McGrail and Holman met with Stoke Mandeville parish council. 	JMcK
· A number of parishioners requested being added to the local WhatsApp group now that the Facebook page is no longer used. It must be stressed that this group is not managed by EPC for GDPR purposes. Please send requests to the Clerk   JMcK/MM
· Tree felling on Missenden Road was raised. This was contracted by Chequers estate and EPC was not involved. 

The meeting closed at 20.38hrs
The next meeting will be the AGM on Monday 18th May in Ellesborough Parish Hall followed by the Annual Parish meeting on Thursday 21st May at 8pm, also in the village hall.

Signed 



Matthew McGrail
Chairman 
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